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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENTS FILE 

FROM: RAYMOND K. PRICE, JR. 

SUBJECT: CABINET MEETING 

Monday, May 8, 1972 
8:55 p. m. 

. PARTICIPANTS : 

At Cabinet Table 

The President 
The Vice President 

William P. Rogers, Secretary of State 

John B. Connally, Secretary of the Treasury 

Richard G. Kleindienst, Acting Attorney General 

Rogers C. B.. Morton, Secretary of the Interior 

J. Philip Campbell, Under Secretary of Agriculture 

James D. Hodgson, Secretary of Labor 

Elliot L. Richardson, Secretary of HEW 

George W. Romney, Secretary of HUD 

John A. Volpe, Secretary of Transportation 

David M. Kennedy, Ambassador at Large 

George P. Shultz, Director of OMB 

Robert H. Finch, Counsellor to the President 

Donald Rumsfeld, Counsellor to the President 

Staff 


H. R. Haldeman 
John D. Ehrlichman 
Henry A. Kissinger 
Peter M. Flanigan 
Clark MacGregor 
John A. Scali 
Herbert G. Klein 


Raymond K. Price, Jr. 

Ronald L. Ziegler 

Brigadier General Brent Scowcroft 

Alexander P. Butterfield 

Charles W. Colson 

Major General Alexander M. Haig 


Others 


Dr. Herbert Stein, Chairman* CEA. 
Casper W. Weinberger, Depi 
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CONFIDEN T IAL, 


NOTES FOR THE PRESIDENT'S FILE - (R.K. Price, Jr.) 


MEETING OF THE CABINET 
MONDAY, MAY 8, 1972 


This was a day of intense activity and rife speculation throughout 
the White House. With the newspapers filled with ominous battlefield 
reports from Vietnam, Secretary Rogers had been hurridly and publicly 
called back from Europe, and the NSC had been called into a session this 
morning which lasted three hours. Late in the afternoon the President 
requested television time at 9 o'clock EST to address the Nation on 
Vietnam. The Cabinet was assembled for 8:55 p. m. in the Cabinet 
Room, to watch the address on two television sets especially set up for 
the purpose -- one in the northeast corner and the other in the southwest 

i 

corner, of the room. The President had indicated that he would join the 
meeting after the conclusion of his speech. 

Before the speech, the members of the Cabinet and the senior 
staff present milled about, talking, joking, but with somewhat more of 
an air of apprehension than usual. Both sets were timed to NBC, and 
if it was a precedent to have a Cabinet meeting with two TV sets in the 
Cabinet Room, it must have been even more so -- in these few minutes 
before the President started --to have them tuned to Laugh In. Ollie 




DECLASSIFIED 

EX). 1239Mot*4 

MR G3~l/A£ 






1 *T 

m 

s 'A 

DECLASSIFIED > 

* % *■ 

* $ 

Authority, L&J&& [j 





<3 OMFIDEWTIAti 


Cabinet - 5/8/72 -2- 

Atkins, with a still camera, and another photographer with a movie 
camera, took pictures before and during the President's address. 

A moment before 9 o'clock, the Vice President suggested we 
all take our seats -- and all promptly did so. A sort of invisible 
diagonal line drew itself across the Cabinet table, with those on one 
side watching the northeast set and those on the other side watching 
the southwest set. The President came on, and complete silence 
fell over all in the room as he spoke, with each face turned intently 
toward one of the screens. When the speech was over the mood 
loosened somewhat, but all continued to watch the NBC commentary 
that followed -- including an unsuccessful effort by anchor man John 
. Chancellor to make intelligible contact with NBC correspondent Ed 
Stevens who had been watching in Moscow. 

After only a few minutes the President wets announced -- and he 
bounced into the room, still made up for television, looking cheerful 
and ebullient, and he was greeted by loud applause. 

Seated in his chair, alternately smiling and serious, but looking 
quite at ease, he motioned silently for the TV sets to be turned 
off, and then expressed his regret that it had been impossible to fill 

all of the Cabinet members in on what he was going to say in advance. 

* »* 
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He noted that this was an occasion in which "everything was on the 
line -- it was a close call. " But now the decision has been made, 
the action has been taken, and it is essential that we have a unanimity 
of support within the Administration -- that we speak with one voice, 
and not indicate any turning away.f-rom the hard line that has been 
taken. He noted that this was a hard line with a very forthcoming 
peace offer --if the enemy will accept a cease-fire and return the 

POWs we'll stop all offensive action and get out in four months. The 

« 

only thing we don't offer is to impose a Communist government on the 
South Vietnamese ("They phrase it differently, but it comes down to 
that. "). 

"There's one other thing I'd mention," he said, "in terms of the 
speculation about the Summit. We're aware of the risks. We also 
must realize that an American President couldn't Be in Moscow when 
Soviet tanks were rumbling through the streets of Hue -- unless he 
could do something about it. 11 

He added that we have put the proposition to the Soviets very 
directly: we are prepared to go forward and to negotiate an SALT, etc. , 


"6 ^NFHH5]>fTIAL 



^CONFIDENTIAL 


Cabinet - 5/8/72 



and even with the Summit --so the responsibility is their 1 s as to 
whether it goes forward or is postponed. "There will be a summit 
someday. We'll see. 11 

He explained that like all important things, this was not easy. 
Also, we couldn't be sure. We had to weigh everything. It finally 
came down to a decision that this was the best course of action at 
this time --to protect our national interests, to get back the POWs, 
to have some leverage, and to prevent the imposition of a Communist 
government. 

At this point the Vice President broke in to say: "You can 
depend on the Cabinet for support absolutely.* You have been careful 
to give adequate notice of every step that you contemplated. I thought 
your appeal to the Soviets was particularly brilliantly phrased. " 

The President seemed pleased at this comment, and noted: I 

* 

wrote every word of that in Camp David myself Saturday night. " 

He also noted, referring back to a point he had made in the 
speech, that "when you stop to think of it, there are no Soviet soldiers 
in Vietnam -- there are 60, 000 Americans -- so it's our ox that is being 
gored. " 
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The President turned to the Secretary of State, and asked if he 
had anything he’d like to add. 

Secretary Rogers noted there were a couple of things he would 
like to say, first, as a legal point, this is not a blockade. It is not 
a challenge to ships on the high seas. The actions we take will will be 
entirely within the 12 mile limit and the internal waters of North 
Vietnam. Second, this shows the unfairness of the war -- and how 
one-sided things have been. The enemy have done this themselves 
-- they’ve mined Da Nang and the Saigon River, they’ve blown up our 
ships and South Vietnamese ships with mines -- but no one complained 
then. At the briefing for the legislative leadership tonight, Mansfield 
and Fulbright complained about our action -- but they didn’t challenge 
the other side when they did it. 

He noted that there are two parts to the. war -- on the battlefield 

■ 

in Vietnam, and here at home. He planned a meeting of his people at 
the State Department in the morning, and he felt that ’’all of us in the 
Departments should get the word out immediately to our people” -- and 
should say the chips are down, it’s easy enough to support the President 
when things are going well, but we also want you to support him now. 
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when it's difficult and that this is important. If all our own people 
begin second guessing the decision, this will permeate Washington 
and the co unt ry -- but if all together will say the President considered 
everything and made the right decision this will help. 

Secretary Mprton suggested he felt this ,l will not be as tough to 
sell as you may think. I think people are ready for it. M 

Grinning, the President said: 1! I know 200 people in Texas who 
are ready for it. M (A reference to his recent dinner at Secretary i 
Connally's ranch.) 

Secretary Morton responded: n I have 25 in the Interior Depart- 
ment who are ready for it -- or they won’t eat lunch there. n 

The President said: n I know it’s tough;to give you one like this 
-- with the Democratic convention in 2 months, and the election in 6 
months. But the die is now cast. We are going to end it, one way or 
another -- but we won't back down. " 

Admiral Moorer -- Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- was 
among those sitting on the side; there was a brief byplay among the 
President, Admiral Moorer and Secretary Rogers about military aspects 
of the operations -- including the targeting of trains and POL supplies, 
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North Vietnamese fuel consumption (they have about 120,000 tons on 
hand, and use some 40, 000 tons a month), the fact that the kind of 
operations they are now conducting south of the DMZ require consider- 
ably more fuel than previously, and our policies with regard to approaches 
to the Chinese border. In the latter connection, the President noted: 
"We're not seeking trouble with China. n 

Secretary Rogers, referring back to the congressional leader- 
ship briefing, said n this is the first time I've seen Mansfield so emotional 
about this -- he interrupted Tom (Moorer) before he had time to finish. " 
Admiral Moorer interjected with a laugh: "He's interrupted me before. " 
Secretary Richardson said: "We've seen you on a number of 
occasions delivering a message on television. I've never seen you 
more resolute, stronger, or more reflective of an exceedingly thoughtful 
approach to an enormously difficult decision. . I think, therefore, that 

i 

there is a very real possibility that the people of the United States will 

i t 

respond to this, sense it, respect it. You showed the kind of leader- 
ship people want to respect and want to support -- kno wing how difficult 
it is. " 
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The President commented that people will say: "Will it work? n 
It didn’t before, he noted, -- but we’ll do it in a more effective way 
than before. If this doesn’t work, we’ll do more. As for hitting the 
rail lines -- this does not mean we have to go to the Chinese border, 
but it can be done. One way of explaining it is to point out that instead 
of the foolishly gradual escalation of the bombing by Johnson -- which 
became just a constant irritant -- this is much clearer, and therefore 
more defensible. We are just trying to dry up the resources to wage 
war. When you have a definite goal -- cutting off the resources to 
wage war -- then it’s legitimate. 

Secretary Richardson: ’’And -- it's a nakedly aggressive war by 
the North. ” 

The President: ’’And it's one we didn't start. We have brought 

home half a million men - - and they spit in our eye. H 

♦ } 
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Secretary Richardson noted that British! Foreign Secretary Sir 
Alec Douglas-Home had said today that the President had done all he 
could -- and now the responsibility is theirs (meaning the Soviets and 

l 

the North Vietnamese). 
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The President -- smiling and up-beat in voice and appearance 
-- then said he appreciated the fact that it had been a long day for 
everyone and that he himself had to leave. He hoped that all would 
reflect a spirit of calm and confidence that we had done the right 
thing. "We’ve got to stick the course. And everybody is going to 
be watching the whole team. " 

Recalling that the NSC had met for 3 hours that morning, he 
said that anybody could have called it differently. It could have 
gone in different ways. But "I’ve taken the sole responsibility. n 

Someone then made a comment about the President's having 
"crossed the Rubicon" -- and the President, smiling and gesturing 
as he rose from his chair, replied that that was right -- and that 
Caesar had not just "crossed the Rubicon" but had gone on to clobber 
the enemy. 

There was another round of sustained applause as the President 
left the room. 
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